
Chapter 14 – BLIGHT 

 

Section 1. Title 

The Title of this Chapter is the “Eureka Charter Township Blight Ordinance”. 

 

Section 2. Purpose 

A. Consistent with the letter and spirit of Public Act 344 of 1945, as amended, it is the purpose 

of this Chapter to prevent, reduce or eliminate blight or potential blight in Eureka Charter 

Township by the prevention or elimination of certain environmental causes of blight or 

blighting factors which exist or which may in the future exist in Eureka Charter Township. 

B.  Definitions: 

Blight - A deteriorated condition, dilapidation of a property or parcel. 

Motor Vehicles - Any wheeled vehicles which are or are intended to be operable 

as self propelled vehicles. 

Inoperable Motor Vehicles - Motor vehicles which by reason of dismantling, 

disrepair or other cause are incapable of being propelled under their own power, or 

are unsafe for operation on the streets and highways of this State because of 

inability to comply with the State Motor Vehicle Code. 

Dismantled and Partially Dismantled Vehicles - Motor vehicles from which 

some component of such motor vehicles has been removed or is missing.  

Junk Vehicles - Any motor vehicle which is not licensed for use upon the highways 

of the State of Michigan, and shall also include, whether so licensed or not, any 

motor vehicle which is inoperable. 

Inoperable Machinery and Equipment - any item or piece of machinery or 

equipment which by reason of dismantling, disrepair, or other cause is incapable of 

functioning or being operated as it was intended to function or be operated. 

Junk - Parts of machinery or motor vehicles, unused stoves or other appliances 

stored in the open, remnants of wood with the exception of neatly piled wood to be 

used for bonfires or heating of homes or accessory buildings, construction 

materials, pallets, metal or other cast-off materials of any kind whether or not the 

same could be put into any reasonable use.  Note: Farm equipment stored outside 

and in operable condition is exempt. 

Salvage - Usable material parts taken from non-usable equipment and structures. 

Rubbish - Waste material; items that have or are to be thrown away. 

Waste - Discarded materials. 

Refuse - Food waste that is discarded. 

Trash - anything worthless, useless, or discarded 

 

Section 3. Causes of Blight or Blighting Factors 

 It is hereby determined that the following uses, structures and activities are causes of 

blight or blighting factors which, if allowed to exist will tend to result in blighted and 

undesirable neighborhoods.  No person, firm, or corporation of any kind shall maintain or permit 

to be maintained any of these causes of blight or blighting factors upon any property in Eureka 



Charter Township that is or may be owned, leased, rented or occupied by such person, firm or 

corporation. 

1. The storage upon any property in the Township of any dismantled, partially 

dismantled, or inoperable motor vehicles, machinery, equipment or  junk vehicles 

in any zoned area, over 48 hours, except in a completely enclosed building, unless 

a valid junk yard permit, or special use permit has been issued for the business. 

2. The storage upon any property of building materials in any zoned area unless there 

is in force a valid building permit issued by the Montcalm County Building 

Department, and said materials are intended for use in connection with construction 

on the property. Building materials shall include, but not be limited to: lumber, 

bricks, concrete or cinder blocks, plumbing materials, electrical wiring or 

equipment, heating ducts or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, nails, 

screws, or any other materials used in constructing any structure.  Note: The owner 

of a property in Eureka Charter Township may store small amounts of salvage 

materials, neatly piled, if not visible from the road, or from other residences in the 

area. 

3. The storage or accumulation of junk, trash, rubbish or refuse of any kind in any 

zoned area (unless there is a valid landfill permit) and except for domestic refuse 

stored in such a manner as not to create a nuisance for a period not to exceed 15 

days.   

4. Any deteriorated structure or any parts of a deteriorated structure which is the result 

of fire, wind or natural disaster or physical deterioration in which the structure is 

no longer habitable nor used for any other purpose which it may have been 

intended.  

5. Any vacant dwelling, garage or other outbuilding located in any zoning 

classification unless such buildings are kept securely locked, windows kept glazed 

or neatly boarded up and otherwise protected to prevent entrance thereto by vandals 

or other unauthorized persons.  

6. Any partially completed structure located in any zoning district unless such 

structure has a valid and subsisting building permit issued by the Montcalm County 

Building Department or said structure is in the process of being completed within 

a reasonable time frame. 

 

Section 4. Grandparented (NON-CONFORMING) Clause 

 Lawful historical structures (i.e., old barns), if maintained and in good condition and 

repairs, are exempt from this Chapter. 

 

 


